New Hope History
Dr. Don Oliver
1. During the early years of 2000, the Los Ranchos Presbytery committee on congregational development confirmed that funds were available and had been earmarked for African American ministry that came from the sale of what was formally the St. Johns Compton Presbyterian Church. 

2. Half of the proceeds from this sale were earmarked for ministry among African Americans while the other half was designated for other ethnic congregations within the bounds of the Presbytery. 

3. A probe committee was established to explore the feasibility of establishing an African American new church development and the Rev. Dr. Steve E. Wirth of Grace First Presbyterian Church of Long Beach, was appointed chairperson.

4. Along with Dr. Steve Wirth, the remaining probe committee members included:

Lance Allen, pastor Santa Ana, First, David Fields, George Johnson, Polly Johnson

Don Oliver, Marionette Oliver, Margaret Hullett, Brenda Smith, Leon Fanniel

Mark Jones, Barbara Murphy

5. Soon after his appointment, Dr. Steve Wirth, would step down and the Rev. Dr. Don Oliver, Director of Pastoral Care at Hoag Memorial Hospital Presbyterian was asked and did agree to lead the probe committee in conducting a formal mission study.

6. Mr. Terry Wall, formally of Percept, a mission study research firm, was hired to survey groups within the bounds of the presbytery to determine the feasibility of moving forward with an African American new church development.

7. Mr. Wall would later report to the Presbytery Congregational Development Committee that there was interest and a will among many within the bounds of the Presbytery to move forward.

8. With the assistance of the Rev. Leon Fanniel and Elder Mark Jones of the National Black Presbyterian Caucus, Southern California Chapter, an application for new church development funds was submitted to the General Assembly Office in Louisville, Kentucky.

9. The application was approved (the first for an African American NCD in 35 years) on the condition that funds from both the regional Presbyterian Synod of Southern California and Hawaii and the Presbytery of Los Ranchos would be added to begin the start of this new ministry. 

10. During 2007, the committee searched in earnest for a New Church Development organizing pastor; the committee settled on the best possible choice, The Rev. Chineta Goodjoin, who was then associate pastor of the Knox Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles, CA.

11. With the assistance of Ms. Barbara Murphy, associate executive of the Los Ranchos Presbytery, a Steering Committee was formed to begin this church with monthly worship services to be held on Saturday evenings in the sanctuary of the First Presbyterian Church of Orange. 

12. The new steering committee was formed and made up of members of the original probe committee and representatives from the new church development CORE group.

13.  One of the first acts of the steering committee was to choose a name for this brand new congregation and after reviewing the congregation’s mission and vision the name, New Hope, was selected from among many by the Rev. Chineta and Reggie Goodjoin. 

14. Since the selection of the name and reaffirmation of the church’s mission and vision, the church that was envisioned as becoming African American has become something more, a multi-cultural African American church. 

15. Worship is now offered weekly, a host of ministries have been established, and a music program that is second to none proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ.

16. The congregation has not yet been chartered as a “particular church” within the Presbytery however it is well on its way.  

